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L\KINiG  up  the  subject 
.  from  the  place  in  which 
it  was.  left  in  the  last  number,  we 
come  to  that  part  of  the  argument, 
which  to  the  real  Christian,  it  is  con¬ 
ceived,  will  be  peculiarly  animating 
and  conclusive,  though  perhaps  to 
others  it  may  be  deemed  of  little 
force.  It  is  this  ;  the  experience 
of  (iod"s  true  worshippers,  their  re¬ 
joicing  and  fortitude,  their  elevation 
and  composure  in  a  near  view  of  the 
most  awful  arid  soleirin  scenes.  It 
is  not  strange,  that  tiie  unsanctified 
world 'should  overlook  the  divine  ex¬ 
cellency  of  the  gospel.  Being  al¬ 
ienated  fi*om  God,  they  are  stupid¬ 
ly  averse  to  the  manifestations  he 
makes  of  himself,  whether  in  his 
works  or  word;  With  unholy  tem¬ 
pers,  the  system  which  reveals  a  re¬ 
deemer  can  never  be  beheld  only  as 
a  scaled  book.  To  such  its  trans- 
cendant  charms  are  hidden.  But  to 
the  believer,  it  is  a  souive  of  inex¬ 
pressible  snlisfuclion.  Tlic  heart 
on  which  (iod  lias  inipresECil  his  im¬ 
age  is  nourished  hy  the  sincere  ndlk 
of  the  word.  In  this  l>h‘s>v'il  \ol- 

ninc,  is.discovered  no  detkieiu  v,  no 
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/eigns  through  the  whole.  It  car- 
lies  the  soul  in  its  ardent  desires  up 
to  God,  and  discloses  the  unuttcra* 
ble  glory  of  the  invisible  state  of  the 
blessed.  Though  the  believer  in 
Christ  cannot  bring  others  into  his 
views,  yet  he  hiniself  can  never  be 
made  to  stagger  at  the  premises  of 
God.  He  knows  by  a  faith  stronger 
than  death  that  his  redeemer  lives^ 
and  can  with  a  cliccrfulness,  and  a 
furiitude  above  fear  coninat  himself 
to.  his  4teeping  as  unto  a  faithful  cre¬ 
ator.  ,  . 

Look  for  a  moment  on  the  exam- 

9  •  *  * 

pies  of  the  a]X)stles  ai*d  prophets, 
and  vast  numbers  of  the  ancient 
saints.  These  arc  before  ua,  cud 
from  them  what  ai  e  w  e  ito  learn  ? 
What  truths  do  they  crowd  unrn 
our  minds  i  Do  we  not  discover  in 
these  examples  the  most  earnest 
longing  alter  God  ?  Wliat  elevation 
of  views  towards  Christ’s  kingdom 
and  I'cign  ?  With  earthly  prospects 
before  them  the  most  disn^al^  they 
are  undismayed.  They  are  a'oof 
from  danger  with  weapons  aim¬ 
ed  at  their  life.  Heroes  have  btvn 
eulogized  by  bards  wl  o  have  painted 
fortitude  in  the  most  vivid  colors, 
but  it  sinks  even  to  cowardice  cem- 
paivd  with  that  of  saint  Faub  He 
was  reatly  to  he  eftereeb  TheiCs 
was  the  funitiide  of  an  hi' n  w  lu  e 
soleofjoct  was  grai5fH'ad<*!n 
was  the  i(  rtiiiulc  of  a  \  l.ri.stiam  rr- 
li\cncd.  at  innaed  In  tlei'ics- 
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ence  and  smJlcs  the  infinite  ma¬ 
jesty.  Was  it  fancy,  was  it  a  glided 
inrone,  was  it  an  earthly  paradise, 
or  was  it  s  sudden  emotion  of  pas¬ 
sion  vv  hich  elevated  the  minds  of  ex¬ 
piring  rrtavtyrs  ?  Noj-it  was  the  love 
of  Christ,  and  their  entire  confidence 
in  his  word.  E\ cry  Christian  has 
a  measure  of  the  same  holy  forti¬ 
tude.  How  many  have*  lett  the 
world  in  the  rapture  of  tri- 
■  nmph  ?  Have  any  of  you,  my  young 
readers,  experienced  the  lo7i  of 
God  shed  abroad  in  your  hearts,  you 
have  beheld  a  divinily  in  his  word,* 
which  has  tuiicd  your  soul  to 
praise.  If  now  in  the  exercise  of 
grace,  the  pulse  of  holy  affection 
beats  in  unison  with  the  spirit  of 
the  gospel.  Indeed,  those  who 
have  never  been  experirneiitpllv 
taught,  in  seasons  of  deep  calamity, 
have  a  conviction  of  truth,  which 
they  cannot  suppress.  Especially 
when  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty 
are  made  shaq)  ih  the  hearts  of  the 
king’s  enemies,  conscience  witnes* 
sesfor  God  that  his  v/erd  is  quick 
atid  powerful,  and  sharper  than  uny 
two  edged  sword.  Kow  frequently 
are  the  wicked  brought  to  keen  sen¬ 
sibility  !  Though  their  sins  be  ever 
so  latent,  the  word  of  God  will  find 
them  out.  They  are  led  up  trem¬ 
bling  to  the  bar  of  truth.  And  bles¬ 
sed  be  God,  multitudes  have  let  go 
their  weapons  of  rebellion  and  found 
peace  at  the  foot  of  the  cross.  Truth 
is  irresistible,  witnessed  by  thous- 
sands.*  And  ch  the  day  of  final  ac¬ 
count  God’s  word  will  be  confessed 
without  a  dissenting  voice  in  the 
whole  assembled  uHiversc.  Thus 
have  been  suggested  in  the  course  of 
numbers  sonie  of  the  outlines  of  the 
eviJences  which  confirm  the  divine 
authcniicity  of  ihc  scriptures.  In 
the  next  im.uber  will  1)0  noticed  the 
most  jylaiisiMe  cbjeclicnt:  to  what 
hifS  preceded. 

E. 
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•  f  “  I'ZvlUseekh  yet  agatn" 

Says  the  slanderer.  Slander  is 
the  Morst  kind  of  robbery.  For  as 
ciiaracter  is  clearer  than  properly, 
the  invasion  is  the  greater  evil  and 
and  the  felbny  of  deeper  die.  Shakes- 
pcarc|  justly  observes,  “  He  wim 
steals  my  purse,  steals  trash,  ’lis  his, 
t’was  mine  and  has  been  slave  to 
thousands  ;  but  he  who  filches  from 
me, my  good  name,  robs  me  of  that 
which  makes  not  him  the  richer, 
but  makes  me  poor  indeed.”  Law 
pro’.idcs  against  slander,  as  well  as 
theft,  biti  sitice  in  ^o  casfe  It  can 
give  reparation  for  the  injury  sus¬ 
tained,  it  is  resorted  to  but  rarely  by 
the  sufl’erer,  arid  of  course  slander 
becomes  a  tolerated  evil.  Slander 
has  its  grades,  but  in  its  lowest  stage 
it  is  always  nialignant-^it  carries 
poison.  This  vice  has  few  ac- 
knoAvledged  pretexts.  Slandef  is 
fed  by  conscious  infamy  and  a  se¬ 
cret  hope  of  rising  on  the  ruins  of 
the  innocent.  We  fnay  he  guilty 
of  this  crime,  through  njistaken  mc- 
tives!C»r  unguardedness.  If  my  nciglt- 
bor  has  committed  a  fault  shall  I 
publish  it  to  create  a  ti  pic  of 
convcf-sation,  and  myself  the  hero  of 
that  topic  ?  Had  I  not, better  be  si¬ 
lent,  and  seek  an  opportunity  to  do 
my  neighbor  good  by  friendly  ad- 
fnonition  ?  If,  therefore,  I  rcheise 
his  faults,  I  am  ungcncrctis.  If  I 
gloss  them,  I  am  a  slanderer,  to  the 
amotintof  my  exaggeration.  As  it 
is  snith  other  vices,  so  it  is  with  this. 
If  strengthens  by  habit.  To  be  a 
slave  to  It,  is  to  be  Wedded  to  an  un-" 
comfortable  companion.  The  slan¬ 
derer  is  always  falling,  ulien  l:c 
thinks  1;C  is  rising.  It  is  a  vice  of 
easy  (klcction.  Euf  lamcnuible, 
dostructivc,  and  inl’ami^-us  as  this 
\ice  is,  the  slanderer  will  go  on  ei  r- 
nib:i!-!ike.  and  liOtl.ing  will  stop  h.in'i. 
hut  t!ic  grace  of  (jod.  lie  w  ill 
seek  it  yet  again,”  at  great  expense* 

I  Ic  saerilitec  consciences  makes  ll  j 
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innocent  the  victims  of  his  guilt, 
builds  the  scutibldfor  his  ov/n  exe¬ 
cution,  and  seals  the  sentence,  dc- 
I^art  yc  cursed  into  everlasting  fire 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his,  an¬ 
gels/' 

Says  the  swearer,  I  will  seek  it 
yet  again/'  lij  swearing  i)rofancIy 
nothing  is  gained.  Men  want  rep; 
utation.  IJuc  swearing  will  not  gain 
ij.  Though  a  man  may  have  fiir 
traits  of  char*xter,  yet  iChc  is  pro¬ 
fane,  he  shades  them.  All  vices 
arc  fed  from  the  same  corrupt  foun¬ 
tain,  and  though  they  arc  not  alike 
disgraceful,  yet  we  cannot  helj:^  feel¬ 
ing  that  they  are  allied.  If  we  hear 
a  man,  belch  out  profane  oaths,  \vc 
are  instantly  suspicious,  that  his 
(character  in  otlier  respects,  is  defi¬ 
cient.  His  general  reputation  sinks, 
in  our  estimation,  in  degree.  If 
reputation,  therefore,  is  the  object 
sought,  profanity  is  in  the  scale  a- 
gainst  liim.  But  is  money  what  he 
most  craves  ?  Swearing  will  not 
help  hi’.n  to  the  acc^uisition.  If  liis 
poclicls  arc  empty,  s\v:caring  pro- 
^uiely  will  not  fi,ll  thern.  After  he 
has  accumulated  oaths  he  is  as  poor 
.as  ever.  If  a  man  wants  to  make  us 
believe  him,  will  swearing  sanction 
his  declarations  ?  Docs  he  swear, 
thinking,  to  sheNv  himself  great  and 
couraireous?  Cowards  and  block- 
heads,  can  do' the  business  as  w'cll, 
if  not  quite  with  the  same  grace. 
The  profane,  though  they  have 
much  convictioa  on  the  subject, 
will  not  give  it  up.  Though  the 
youth  be  corrupted  and  spoiled  by 
siicir  exampbs,  and  though  they 
give  ever  so  much  pain  to  their  vir¬ 
tuous  friend?,  they  will  seek  it  yet 
again."  The  threateningsof  the  AI- 
migl'ity,  who  has  assured  them,  they 
must  account  to  liini  fi)r  every  idle 
word,  and  has  graciously  point¬ 
ed  out  the  evils  to  fall  on  those 
wlio  take  his  name  in  vain,  yet,  they 
will  not  vlcsist.  Old  age,  witii  grey 


hairs,  tottering  steps,  and  trembling 
nerves  will  not  shut  the  mouth  of 
blasphemy.  While  he  lias  breath, 
he  will  profane  the  name  of  God. 

In  view  of  what  has  been  said 
in  conformity  to  this  short  porticli  of 
scripture,  every  parent  and  guardi¬ 
an  of  yoi;th  must  be  senfsililc  he 
holds  a  place  of  high  lesjionsibiiity. 
To  you  is  committed  the  care  of 
those  whose  eye  is  on  year  exam¬ 
ple,  and  on  whom  .th:^ir  usefuLness 
and  happiness  depemi.  It  is  u  iili 
tl»e  more  pleaf5ure  the  application  is 
made  to  you,  in  this  behalf,  because 
I  know  that  such  is  your  atluchment 
to  your  children,  that  without  vio¬ 
lence  done  to  your  feelings  you  can 
omit  no  task,  wiiich  you  believe 
conducive  to  their  happiness.  If 
you  arc  awake  to  reality,  you  must 
bo  sensible,  vices  of  ruiiio’^s  and 
dcsiructne  icn;lencv,  arc  daily  act- 
cd  over,  in  the  sight  and  hearing  of 
your  children,  by  those  older  tnaii  • 
they.  Your  experience  tells  you*,' 
that  t.hc  youthful  mind  is  prone  to 
imitate  vicious  example.  It  would 
be  in  vain  to  say  more  to  bring  you 
to  a  dccisionontlfis  point,  than  to  so-^ 
Jicit  you  by  the  authority  oFGod,  and 
the  present  and  eternal  well  being  of 
your  children,  to  forego  every  inter¬ 
est  of  a  worldly  nature  mher  than 
omit  cautioning  and  guarding 
your  chlldiv-^n  against  the  sinlul 
practices,  whicli  tiattcr  them  with 
the  most  delusive  charms.  It  is  net 
enough  that  you  be  silent  in  the 
place  you  are  situated.  You  w  /f 
not  refrain  your  lips  from  speaking 
kindly,  sertousiy,  and  with  all  tliat 
authority,  tvhich  under  God  you  ato* 
bound  to  exorcise  ovar  them.  Your 
children  arc  not  beset  by  a  barba¬ 
rous  and  blood  til iT'slv  foe,  but  ihev 

•  • 

arc  besot,  by  a  host  of  vices  mere 
diUJgciMus  niul  in  the  end  more  fa¬ 
tal.  If  YOU  should  fail  act::nt  with 
promptitude  anti  in  season  you 
may  expect  to  experience  ihe  sor- 
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row  of  having;  undutiful  and  undone 
children.  Remember  the  resolu¬ 
tion  of  Joshua  and  do  likewise.  If 
anyyoiiih  finds  himself  leaning  to 
any  of  the  vices  which  has  been 
named,  consider  that  your  feet  are 
well  nigh  sliding,  and  escape  as 
from  the  pit  of  destruction.  Witli 
you  after  all,  it  is  left  under  God, 
Vvhether  you  will  be  useful  to  socie¬ 
ty, respectable  and  happy, or  w^hether 
you  will  dishonor  your  parents,  and 
become  wretched.  'God  whose  eye 
is  over  all,  has  a  claim  oil  you  and  to. 
him  you  ary  la  give  account.  Rath¬ 
er  than  yield  to  vice,  let  your  right 
hand  forget  his  cunning.  Watch 
each  avenue  of  the  souh  and ‘guard 
against  each  besetting  sin  with  xrre- 

sisiibie  fortitude.  E. 

<  ^ 


State  of  Christianity  in  the  fourth 
century. 

Tu?:  fourth  century  has  been  ren- 
dered‘  eminently  ‘  ijlustrious,  in  the 
aiinals  of  tlie  Christian  church,  by 
an  accession  of  ppwer,  which, 'whilst 
it  releitsed  its  suflerinj?  members 
from  the  cruel  yoke  of  persecution, 
has  justly  been  esteemed,  by  considr 
crate  duel  unprejudiced  men,'  as  an 
eventful  period,  materially  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  divine  simplicity  of 
TapTH.,  ’  ‘  • 

Tar  conversion  of  the  Emper¬ 
or  Constantine  pi’rocluced  a  combina-' 
tion  the  most  hefcerot'jcneous.  In 
bis  own  person  he  unked  the  civil 
and  ecclesiastical  su/iretnacy ;  de¬ 
prived  the  subjects  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace  of  their  unquestionable  birth- 
rii»!.t,  as  the  Lord's  freemen  ;  and 
made  the  kingilom  of  Christ  com¬ 
pletely  a  kingdom  oi  this  world.  . 

Constantine  endeavored  to  sub- 

4 

stantiite  his  unliaJiov^Td  terticfity 
with  the  sanction  of  God’s  everlast¬ 


ing  name.  At  an  entertainment 
wliich  he  gave  the  bishops,  he  told 
them,  You  are  bishops  in  those 
matters  transacted 7ivV/y/;^  the  church, 
but  in  thoBc  done  %tnthout  the  churcli,' 
I  am  a  bishop  constituted  by  God.^* 
The  Emperor  never  saflered  Ins 
assumed  prerogative  to  be  abiidg- 
ed ;  but  when  it  suited  either  his* 
temper,  or  interest,  governed  with 
a  high  hand,  both  u^thhi  and  loithoue 
the  church.  In  his  zeal  for  improv¬ 
ing  the  designs  of  ihnnitc  wisdom, 
and  strengthening  llie  works  of 
Omnipotence,  he  considerably  de¬ 
faced  the  presiine  beauty  of  the  sa¬ 
cred  edifice  ;  and  under  a  pretext 
o^TcltcXefiding  it,  he  betraycil  it  into 
the  liau<ls  of  the  enemy. 

In  the  progress  of  his  design,  he 
orgdiiized  the  church  according  fo 
the  principl<‘s  of  his  civil  ge'ernr 
ment  ;  coiisiituted  ah  endless  list  of 
oflices  under  the  titles  of  Patrimxhsy 
Alrtropolitan^y  ^4rchbu  hofis,^  Kvarchcy 
and  countiy  bishops;  completely 
deprived  tlic  people  of  that  power 
confided  to  tlicm  bv  Christ  their 
great  Lawgiver,  and  seated  Iiiinsclf 
in  the  chair  of  infalibiiity.’ 

Thf  jirian  centren^ernj  en¬ 
gaged  the  attention  of  the  whole 
Christian  w^orld.  The  distinguish¬ 
ed  sentiments  of  this  faction  were 
not  of  moderate  growth,  but  radical¬ 
ly  subsisted  under  the  names  of  The- 
odotians,  Ebronites,  Cciinlhians, 
Artemonians,  and  Samosatenrans, 
and  attained  to  maturity,  oi  vigor 
under  Arius^  a  presbyter  of  Alex- 
andriti,  who,  when  hearing  the 
bishop  of  tliat  see  discourse  upon 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  tofik  oc- 
casicn  to  infer  from  what  the  bishop 
liad  a.sscrted,  ‘that  if  the  son  w  ere  be¬ 
gotten  by  the  father,  he  mustnece?- 
s'ai’lly  luive  had  a  bcginnhig  ;  and 
CGUsequcntly  there  must  have  been 
a  time  when  he  was  not,  and  there¬ 
fore  could  not  be  eternal :  But  he 
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adiiiittecl  that  he  nvaa  the  first  and 
ivjbltst  bcinf^  ‘ivhom  the  Jut  her  created 
(rut  of  nothing  ;  yet  essentially  dis¬ 
tinct  from  the  father.  This  doc¬ 
trine,  supported  by  the  subtile  abili¬ 
ties  of  induced  many  to  adopt 

it  throuj^h  h^gypti  Lybia,  and  the  up- 
])cr  Thebais.  Eusebius^  bishop  of 
NIcoincdia,  in  Bythinia,  distinguish¬ 
ed  hinrself  as  a  warm  advocate  ^)r 
this  opinion.  Alexander,  the  bishop 
of  Alexandria,  expelled  Jnu%^  and 
the  abettors  of  his  sentiments,  from 
the  cominunicn  of  the  churcji,  aJJil 

detrraded  them  from  the  olFices 
» >  .  '  . 

winch  they  held.  At  first,  the  Km- 
jieror  endeavored  to  reconcile  the 
contending  parties,  and  considered 
the  opinion  of  Aiius  as  of  little  ini- 
j»orlance  ;  but  when  he  appreliend- 
f‘.d  that  t!ic  emotions,  occasioned!)}" 
l!ie  controversy,  porlended  soiue- 
tJiing  alarmi!ig  to  the  state,  in  the 
exercise  of  hi  is  sovereign  authority 
over  the  churchy  he  called,  in  the 
year  325,  the  famous  Council  of 
iNice  ;  to  w:hich  were  summoned 
deputies  from  the  universal  cluirch  ; 
the  number  of  which  it  was  compos¬ 
ed  cannot  precisely  he  ascertained  ; 
But  it  must  liave  been  very  consid¬ 
erable,  as  it  appears  that  there  were 
present  about  281  bishops.  Here 
the  opinions  of  Ariiis  underwent  a 
full  discussion  and  were  condemned ; 
and  Christ  declared  robe  consu^  stun- 
tial^ox  of  tire  same  essence^  v.’ith  the  Fa¬ 
ther.  *  The  presbyter  of  Alexandria 
was  excomnmnicHted  by  the  synod, 
and  banished  to  lllyi  iuin  ;  but  was 
by  the  Kinpcror  recalled  from  his 
banishment,  ])robably  about  three 
Years  altcrwards,  when  he  submit- 
ted  to  the  determination  of  the  Ni- 
cene  synod,  in  regard  to  tlie  person 
cf  Christ  ;  and  before  Constantine 
solemnly  sv, ore  to  the  sincerity  of 
Ills  profession.  The  emperor  or¬ 
dered  “the  bishop  of  Constantinople 
to  rrceive  him  to  the  communion  of 
liie  church,  at  which  Alexander  tvas 
exceedingly  troubled,  from  an  ap-  I 


prehension  of  the  insincerity  of  A- 
rius.  The  good  man  spent  several 
days  in  prayer  and  supplication  to 
God  ;  and  earnestly  entreated  him*, 
in  his  providence,  to  interfere  and 
that  if  the  opinion  of  Aiius  was  not 
true,  he  yvould  signify  it  by  an  exhi¬ 
bition  of  some  public  judgment. 
The  day  came  when  Ariiis  was  to  be 
re-admitted  to  the  communion  of  the 
church,  upon  which  occasion  he  was 
publicly  attended  througii  the  streets 
by  tlic  friends  of  his  faction  ;  but, 
having  occasion  to  turn  aside  to  a 
convenient  place,  to  perform  one  of 
the  functions  of  nature,  it  is  certahi, 
tin  t  he  there  expired  in  a  mort  tra¬ 
gical  manner  ;  a  vast  cilurion  of 
blood,  and  part  of  his  inu  stii'es  ac  - 
companied  the  dich.argc  (^1'  Iris  ex¬ 
crements.  Whctl'.er  this  awful  c- 
vent  may  be  attributed  to  the  uniiijt- 
ifiable  zeal  of  his  ciicmies,  ortotl.c 
immediate  hand  of  Heaven  ibr  Ins 
impious  inrin^crity  in  subsciil/uig 
the  Niccnc  creed,  must  be  left  to 
the  decision  of  a  future  day. 

The  Arian  faction  soon  divided 
•  •  > 

into  two.  principal  branches  : 

1.  The  Pure  Ariansj  who  hcM 

that  the  Son  was  not  produced  out 
of  the  substance  of  the  Father,  but 
created  out  of  nothing.*^ 

The  Semi-jdidans.  who  maintedned 

that  the  Son  was  of  a  like  sub¬ 
stance  with  the  Father,  or  synilar  to 
him  in  his  esiicnee,  not  by  nature, 
but  by  a  special  privilege.’* 

All  the  other  various  opinions  of 
this  sec  t  may  be  considered  only  as 
subordinate  to  this  general  division, 
a  detail  of  w  hich  v/ould  fur  exceed 
the  limits  of  this  work. 

It  inav  be  neccssarv  to  obsene, 
tliat  the  opinion  of 
biuhop  of  Constcntinople,  tiic  htvid 


nrath  of  J 


of  the  sect  of  the  Pncumatoniacians% 
occasioned  the  sccotul  i^enci*al  coun¬ 
cil  to  be  held  at  Constaniinonlc,  in 
the  year  381.  Macc'loiiivi V  had 
boldly  denied  the  pci'sonaiity  of  the 
HolyCihostj  whom,  he  ccnsidcivJ 

as  a  rf/iwe  diffusefl  xhro* 

the  imiverse/*  At  this  cpunci',  wliat 
had  been  left  ambiguous  or  iiideter- 
ininatc  at  the  council  of  Nice,  w.is 
explicitly  defined  ;  and  the  doctrine 
ef  tHree  fierscns  in  one  God  esUb- 
lished,  as  received  by  the  generality 
of  ChristiaQ  chui’ches  to  the  present 
day. 

Christiantty  was  npw  the  pre- 
Tailing  rciigioa  ;  fostered  under  the 
impciial  favor,  nuiltitiidos  every 
where  assumed  the  sacred  name  ; 
but  the  /irccious  was  \jnixed  with  the 
rUe  :  and  many  dangcreus  timuiits 
arose  in  the  church,  by  the  restless 
cfisposilion  of  too  many  of  its  unsat¬ 
isfied  members. 

Ik  support  of  the  sacred  cause  of 
truth,  several  eminent*  characters 
particularly  disiinguishcd  them- 
stlves.  The  cliicf  of  whom  w  ere 

Eusectus  pAMFKirus,  bishop  of 
Cssarca  the  ecclesiasucal  wriur. 

I 

Athanasius,  the  patriarch  of  Al- 
exundrui,  of  w  horii  k  >vus  said,  Unus 
Athanasius  contra  totum  (jrttm.\ 

JoTTJf  Chrysostom]:,  so  surnam- 
fd  up^  account  of  tho  ricimessof 
bisclocjuence.  lie  was  p;uriai\:h  of 
Constaiitioi>le. 


*  OfipQScrs  of  the  IIktIu  Ghost. 

t  One  Athanasius  a^alust  the  r:!idc 
xcurld^ 

I  Chrysoitain means mouth- 


Jekomi:,  noted  ior  Ids  lalin  copy 
of tl'.c  Scriptures,  corrected  from  the 
original  vuigate.  '  . 

Tfif.  famous  Augustin,  bi'I.op  of 
Hippo,  tlic  splendor  of  whose  name  ■ 
filled  all  the  world.  ' 

To  whom  may  bo  added,  Basil, 

(^ril  Epiphanit’.s,  the  two  GregO' 

rics,  Ililarvj  Luctantius,  and  manr 
•  ¥ 

others. 


.  ORITCARV. 

Drath  of  il'iitiam  Gray. 

§ 

Dkah  Sir, 

Ib.KAsi:  to  accept  a  short  account 
of  wliat  I  remember  of  the  death  of 
acl.iid  lit  liuckingham,  wlio  died  Ju¬ 
ly  14,  1795  ;  of  a  truth out  of  the 
mouths  of  babes  and  sucklins  th^ 
Lord  hath  periectcd  praise.”  Tlii** 
I  have  lately  seen  fulliilcd  in  Will¬ 
iam  C^i\  v,  and  I  commit  it  to  paper 
one  of  the  r-ruciouS  tokens  of  d:-^ 
viiie  favoiir  in  early  life,  wliirh 
s’lmiidlu;  an  rnroiira-gcment  to  those 
who  iiuvc  (  liildren,  to  pay  the  ton  • 
rierest  aMcntion  to*  tb.eir  morals,  and 
endeavor  to  impn'ss  such  seiious 
truths  upon  their  luiitds  as  are  able 
to  make  as  they  did  d'imothy, 

from  a  cliiid,  wise  unto  salvation'. 
I'hcn  might  parenlji  have  jf>y  in 
their  death.  Littie  (Ir'^y  was  a  ve¬ 
ry  sensible  child,  and  only- 11  years 
old  when  he  died.  He  never  ciijoy- 
cd  a  good  state  of  heallli  ;  Vvas  a 
lover  of  his  liook,  especiuliy  the  hi- 
:;!c,  and,  had  he  livcf;,  w'cs  to  have 
liad  anew  one  for,  lean.  >!>g  the  5lrt 
chapter  of  St.  Joh.n,  hut  he  said  h^ 
h.ad  ivithcr  die,  a!)d  •go  to  lieavri,  ; 
for  then  !:c  s^c.uld  want  no  klblc. 
iViy  first  iiit^.  view  with  him  vvason 
tl'.e  i.orci’s  (Lr.  Hearing  that  Im 
could  not  live  the  day,  I  went,  and 


lound  h'nu  in  a  happy  state  of  mind, 
perfectly  sensible.  I  asked  hi.n,  it 
,,ur  dear  Saviour  was  good  to  him  in 
jiis  alHiction  ?  He  said,  “  Yos  ;  he 
prayed  to  hir.  dear  Jesns  to  give  him 
patience,  and  then  he;  would  wait 
Ills  tinae.'’  I  was  agreeably  surpris¬ 
ed  to  hear  such  language  from  a 
child  ;  I  asked  him,  whether  any 
i  friend  had  told  him  of  Jesus  Christ  ? 
He  replied,  “  No,  It  came  into  my 
mind.”  I  asked  him,  if  he  knew 
how  a  poor  sinner  was  accepted  of 
God  ?  He  said,  “  Yes”  “  Ho%v  mu 
dear  ?  He  replied,  “  That  Jesus  di¬ 
ed  upon  the  cross  for  sinneiv’  1 
asked  him,  if  he  knew  th^t  he  was  a 
poor  sinner  ?  He  replied,  Yes,  hnl 
not  so  bad  as  some  but  added, 
“  V\'c  have  all  sinned.”  A  mother 
in  Israel  asked  him,  if  he  lt>ved  sin  ? 
With  tears  he  replied,  “  Xv>.”  I 
asked  iiiin;  if  he  did  not  love’that 
dear  Jesns  who  had  redeemed  him 
A’om  misei  y  i  He  replied,  “  Ves  ; 
and  1  long  to  he  with  him.”  “  What, 
should  you  not  wish  to  get. well  u- 
gaiu  i"  He  replied,  “  No,  I  do  not 
wirh  to  live  in  this  wor  ji^rishing, 
undone  world.”  I  asked  him,  if  ev¬ 
er  lie  found  the  onemv  of  souls 

¥ 

teniiHiiu**  hiai  i  He  suid,  Yc^  ; 
but  1  pray  my  dear  Jesus  to  over¬ 
come  him  for  me/’  Then  I  hone 

»  ! 

you  find  lii;n  precious  to  you/’  He 
said,  Yes.”  When  1  mentioned 
some  promises  to  him,  hi.s  eye 
brightened,  and  there  came  a  fresh 
lute  upon  his  dying*  check,  whlic  he 
expressed  his  hope  that  his  dear  Je¬ 
sus  would  forgive  hi;n,  and  recei\e 
him.  iNlcntioning  to  him  the  invi¬ 
tation  recorded  in  Matthew/^  Come 
unto  me  all  ye  that  are  weary  and 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  <»:ive  vou 
rest,”  he  repeated  that  promise 
after  me,  I  \\i!l  give  vou  rest 
adding,  “  O  Iiovv  sweet  and  precious 
these  wo!‘ds  are  to  nTc  1”  His  moth¬ 
er  informed  me,  that  tlic  cviming 
before  I  came  to  sec  l»im,  he  vlcsir- 
cd  brother';  and  ^isUns  to  emne 


to  see  him,  «nd  exhorted  them  to 
be  good,  and  said,  “  Remember  mb 
when  I  am  dead,  and  gone  to  my 
dear  Jesus.”  I  was  going  to  leave 
him,  but  he  ealled  me,  and  hoped  1 
would  pray  with  him  betore  I  went, 
I  went  to  see  him  sc\ei^  times  af¬ 
ter  ;  but  he. Was  so  weak  tliat  it  huit 
him  to  speak.  I  encouraged  him 
to  bear  the  moment  of  sufTeringjalbd 
wait  the  Lord's  time :  he  could  on¬ 
ly  say,  “  Yfcs.”  Thus  he  fell  as’.e(?p 
in  the  bosom  of  his  dear  Jesus',  who 
said,  “  Suffer  little  children,  and  Iby- 
bid  them  not,  to  come  unto  ine,  for 

of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.” 

1^*  « 

INIS- 


S/ior:  SerJrnces. 

A  coxsjA.VT  seekinr^  after  heav¬ 
enly  %yis(!oiu,  is  no  bad  evidence  of 
having  alrea'dy  attained  it. 

f 

To  believe  we  have  immortal 
s(>UiS,  while  we.shew  no  concern 
about  their  cterneJ  weifare,  i:>  to 
play  our  folly  in  the  highest  H.egree- 

V/he-v  a  believer’s  trials  come 
[  by  the  hand  of  a  man;  d  hanl  strr.g- 
gle  may  likcIy  ensue,  bel%e 
Lain  to  a  forgiving  spirit. 

To  manifest  a  real  concern  for 
the  good  ofa  person’s  sovd  and  body, 
in  return  for  an  injury  roccived.  is 
a  clear  evidence  of  a  Christian  spir¬ 
it. 

^ - 

ANl'XDOTES. 

Hu/tfitj  Dclivcrayice  af  a  younj:r 
■i.'/'o  /u:J  ieet:  .v.’.-n'.  v 

'  tT.'A/Vo'. 

“  At  last”  says  he,  “  when  I  batl 
!o  '>t  i'!l  IiOp.'‘  \'>T.;v's  ,  ''v'.-’  . 


♦r  *  .  • 

jfnccdoteH. 


,lv.  impressed  on  my  mind  ;  believe 
bh  the  Lokn  JesuS  Christ,  and 
thou  shall  be  savedl  I  cried  out  in 
anagonjr,  What  is  believing  ?  What 
is  real  scriptural  faith  ?  Lord  teach 
ine  !  I  know  nothing  !  I  can  do  no- 
^  thing  !  If  thou  save  me  not,  I  per¬ 
ish!  It  Avas  then  brought  to  my 
mind — Cast  all  tljy  care  upon  him. 
I  cried,  Lord,  the  burden  of  iny  sin 
is  all  rriy  care,  and  may  I  cast  this 
upon  thee  ?  Wilt  liiou  receive  such 
a  sinner  ?  I  know  that  thou  art  able 
to  Save  mo,  ahd  thy  blood  is  suffi¬ 
cient  to  atone.  But  aft  thou  indeed 
XDitUng?  It  came  into  my  heart — 
only  believed  I  felt  a  rising  hope, 
and  cried,  I  will :  But  my  sins  star-  | 
ed  me  in  the  face,  and  I  thouglit,  O 
it  is  impossible  !  My  sins  have  been 
sosecret,  so  complicated.'  It  came  to 
me  again,  only  believe.  I  thought,' 
it  cannot  be  novj.  I  must  repent 
more,  be  m’bfe  in  earnest.  It  is  im¬ 
possible  he  should  be  so  merciful, 
as  to  forgive  all  my  sins  nov}.  It 
was  applied  a  third  time.-^Only  be¬ 
lieve.  I  said.  Lord,  help  me  to  be¬ 
lieve,  and  to  cast  my  soul  upon  thy 
free  mercy  !  Let  me  know,  that  I 
aitl  indeed  born  of  Thee  ;  that  I  do 
believe  to  the  ^ving  of  my  soul,  f 
Lave  nothing  to  plead,  but  Jesus  came 
Cb  save'  sinners,  even  the  lost.  I  am 
lost !  Thou  hast  sjud.  Come  unto 
me,  all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy 
laden,  and  I  A^ill  give  you  rest.  I 
am  weary  and  heavy  laden  ;  I  come  ; 
therefore  the  ,  promise  is  for  me. 
While  I  Avas  thus  pleading,  I 
was  enabled  to  A'enture  my  scul  up¬ 
on  the  Redeemer,  with  an  assured 
confidence  in  his  promises.  Then, 

I  was  happy  indeed  :  His  love  Avas 
shed  abroad  in  my  heart ;  and  those 
precious  words  were  applied, — He 


that  loveth,  is  born  of  God.  Noav,  if 
I  had  a  thousand  souls,  1  could  have 
trusted, hiin  Aviih  them  all.  I  found 
a  real  change  in  niy  heart :  I  was  a 
hew  creature,— I  was  a  child  of  God. 


An  aged  mihister  having  asked  a 
young  preacher,  if  ever' he  sought 
the  blessing  of  God  on  his  learning,' 
he  having  ahswered,  that  he  had 
not,  he  told  him,  AA'ith  an  austere 
look,  that  “  unsrmctificd  learning  had 
done  much  mischief  to  the  church  of 
God.”  His  Avoi'ds  leaA'ing  a  deep 
impression  dh  him,  he  afterwards, 
Avlten  in  any  strait,  prayed  for  il.e 
Lord’s  help  and  blessing. 


Honesty. 

One  day,  Avhen  a  vacant  sec  was 
tb  be  fijled,  the  synod  ohsened  to 
the  Emperor,  Peter  the  Great,  that 
they  lidd  none  but  ignorant  men  to 
present  to  his  Majesty.  Well, 
thenj”  replied  the  Czar,  “  you  have 
only  to  pitch  upon  the  most  honest 
man  ;  he  Avili  be  Avorth  two  learned 


ones. 


^FoUaire’-i  JlUiory  of  Russia. 


CootMUSicAtion's  for  the  Reli¬ 
gious  and  Moral  Gazette^  free  oj 
fivitage^  tvill  be  gratefully  received. 
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